
 

 

 

  
 

Tennis Cornwall – County Cup selection policy 2026 – Draft v0.2 

 

Introduction 
 
The Tennis Cornwall county team selection policy requires an open, equitable and transparent 
approach, giving every player the chance to qualify for Cornwall county team selection.  
 

County Cup is a unique team competition and the pinnacle of county tennis to be aspired to 

for interested players 

The qualifying events in order to be eligible for selection are Cornwall County closed 

competitions winter and summer, plus the Newquay ITF Masters event. 

Creating the requirement for players to compete in Cornwall adds value by strengthening 

local competition and allows players to demonstrates their commitment to the county. 

Tennis Cornwall invests significant money into County Competition £46,000 per annum and 

has a duty to ensure this investment adds the most value possible to county tennis. 

Selection Policy Purpose 

To provide a clear, fair, consistent, and merit-based process for selecting players to 
represent the county in official competitions, ensuring both competitive success and player 
development. 

Player eligibility  - All teams 

• Residency: Players must reside in or be affiliated to the county and be an LTA 
Advantage Member 

• Age/Category: Players must meet age requirements for junior, adult, or senior 
categories. Must make themselves available for their own age group in the first 
instance. 

• Commitment: Players must be available for training, travel and competition 
• Conduct: Players must uphold the county’s values of sportsmanship, respect, and 

professionalism and adhere to the LTA Code of Conduct 
• Discipline: comply with anti-doping regulations and provide information as required  

 

 

 



 

 

Selection Criteria 

Selections will be based on: 

• Competitive Results: Performance in county championships, regional/national 
tournaments, and official LTA rankings. Measured by WTN and national rankings 
together. 

• Training: attendance, commitment, effort and consistency 

• Fitness: physical readiness and injury status. 

• Teamwork: ability to contribute positively to team dynamics. 

• Coach’s Assessment: technical skills, tactical awareness, and attitude. 

• Meet the Expectations of Players in the Cornwall County Tennis Standards 

• Our standards are intended to be open, equitable, inclusive and transparent. If a 
player or parent has reason to believe that this policy discriminates against them 
they are required to make this known at the beginning of the respective County 
Tennis season and no later than the end of October in any year. This will allow Tennis 
Cornwall to understand the individual circumstances and reach a decision in good 
time. 

Code of Conduct 

• Professionalism: Players must uphold the highest standards of behaviour on and off 
the court. 

• Respect: Respect for teammates, opponents and officials is mandatory. 
• A commitment to Cornwall Tennis. This is reflected by the players attitude to 

training and competition, team spirit, respect to players, coaches, county and other 

officials, with a real willingness to learn and develop  

• The highest standards of behaviour both on and off the court. Players behaviour not 

only at training but, at all tournaments and events will be taken into consideration 

when making selections to represent the county. 

• Consequences: Breaches of code of conduct may result in suspension or removal 

from the squad. 

 

Appeals and Review 

• Appeals: Players may submit a written appeal within 72 hours of a squad 
announcement. 

• Independent Review: Appeals will be reviewed by a selection panel separate from 
coaching staff. 

• Seasonal Review: the  effectiveness of this policy will be assessed at the end of each 
County Tennis Season 

 

 



 

 

Junior Teams (all ages up to under 18s) 

To be considered for a place in any junior County Cup Team, a player needs to demonstrate 

first that they meet some basic criteria: -  

• Competing in one or more of available county closed competitions in the preceding 

12 months to qualify for selection 

• All players are expected to attend county training regularly if they wish to be 

considered for County Cup unless there are exceptional circumstances which needs 

to be communicated to the relevant coach in advance. Less than 80% attendance at 

training, is likely to put a player’s selection in doubt. 

• Competing regularly e.g. at least once per month 

• The only exception to this will be top ranked national players (top 20) and players 

who are at a tennis school or academy outside the county. 

• Selection is based on a number of factors , including performance in training and 

competition, commitment to improvement, reliability, foreseeable physical fitness, 

conduct, and a player’s ability to work within a team. 

To ensure that each selection is as objective as possible, each team will be selected by the 

age group Team Coaches (boys and girls) and the County Performance Lead. In all cases the 

decision made will be final and will announced at least four weeks before the relevant 

competition.  

Team confirmation will be made in an email to all eligible players on the same date and will 

indicate reserves as appropriate. This ensures that everyone has the information about 

selection at the same time. 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING POINTS – JUNIOR TEAMS 

1. Players will be selected firstly for their own age group. Players may on occasion be invited 

to additionally play in another age group and will be expected to attend that training session 

as well, in order that we build strong cohesive teams. 

2. It is normal for the County to take more players than is required for that day’s play at 

each event. The composition of the team each day is totally at the discretion of the County 

Team Captain and Vice-Captain (if another coach has travelled with the team), in order to 

field the best team possible against the opposition to achieve the best outcome for the 

County. Therefore, there is NO GUARANTEE that all players taken will play. 

3. Young players living out of county for educational purposes are eligible to be selected. 

Selection is not guaranteed because of WTN or ranking. It will be at the discretion of the 

coach and selection committee to decide whether inclusion is in the best interests of a team 

that will have trained together on several occasions. 

4. Red/Orange/Green ball. As the players are in an their early development stages, 

competitive results are NOT the sole factor taken into consideration when selecting squads 

and teams.  



 

 

5. See below for County Cup dates and team selection dates 

Adult and Senior Teams 

The aim of Adult and Senior Teams is to give regularly competing players the opportunity to 

represent the county. 

There will be an annual call for interested players to represent Cornwall Adult and Senior 

Teams, to ensure that representing the county is an open, fair, transparent and merit based 

process. 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING – ADULT AND SENIOR PLAYERS 

• Players will be selected firstly for their own age group. Players may on occasion be 

invited to additionally play in another age group and will be expected to attend that 

training session as well, in order that we build strong cohesive teams. 

• The aim will be for all teams to made up of a majority of players resident in the 

county as part of supporting the growth of local tennis competition and the 

opportunities it can provide. 

• For the avoidance of doubt qualification to represent Cornwall depends on 

competing in the county championships, winter or summer or the Newquay ITF. 

• Where there are home and away fixtures, preference in selection for home fixtures 

will be given to players who have first committed to away fixtures.  

• Team selection will be made by a minimum of the team captain and one member of 

the Tennis Cornwall selection committee. Where a coach has been engaged in the 

preparation for the event then they shall be included in the selection process. 

• Team selection will be confirmed at least six weeks in advance for adult teams 

including 35+. In all cases the decision made will be final and will announced at least 

four weeks before the relevant competition. 

• Captains of all other senior teams 40+ and older are encouraged to make their 

selections as early as possible and no later than four weeks before any given match. 

• Players will be selected for their age group, and will only be considered to play in a 

different  age group where it is believed that the age group is short of qualifying 

players of a standard to benefit from the county cup experience. 

• On rare occasions due to illness or injury teams can find themselves short of players. 

On such occasions the inclusion of non qualifying players will be at the discretion of 

the selection committee, taking into account any other elements that might 

demonstrate support for county tennis. 

• Teams that in a particular year consistently struggle to field a team of qualifying 

players will be discontinued in future years. This ensures that resources for county 



 

 

teams are directed to teams which can demonstrate competition for places amongst 

qualifying players and a commitment to collective practice. 

• Team captaincy – team captains are appointed for a period of three years and may 

continue for a further three years by mutual agreement. There is no limit to the time 

a person can serve as captain, athough a regular review is in the best interests of 

captains and Tennis Cornwall.  

• See below for County Cup dates and team selection dates 

Team organisation and travel 

Ages 8U to 14U – competition is regionalised and venues are generally in the South West. 

Parents and or guardians are responsible for transporting their players to the venue in good 

time for briefing, warm up and competition. Coaches and team leaders will meet parents 

and players at the venue.  

Tennis Cornwall will make a contribution to the costs associated with attending the event 

Ages 18U – the team will travel with a minimum of two responsible adults one or more will 

be an appropriately qualified tennis coach. The team will normally travel by minibus and 

stay at suitable accommodation e.g. Premier Inn. Players will generally room together in 

pairs. All accompanying adults will have a current valid DBS check.  

Tennis Cornwall will pay for travel and accommodation costs. Players will be expected to be 

able to cover their own meal costs for the duration of the trip. 

Adult teams – the captain will book suitable accommodation in consultation with the 

Treasurer/ Administration Lead and arrange suitable transport for the team. Players will 

generally room together in pairs. 

Tennis Cornwall will pay for travel and accommodation costs as agreed with the Treasurer / 

Administration Lead. Players will be expected to be able to cover their own meal costs for 

the duration of the trip. 

Senior teams – all teams aged 35 and over. Team captains will be responsible for arranging 

fixtures (home and away), team selection and travel arrangements. Tennis Cornwall will 

make a reasonable contribution to costs which may vary with the number of teams 

approved each year. 

For adult and senior teams, there has to be a commitment to open selection, including at 

least one practice open to all qualifying players, followed by regular practice as key parts of 

having a successful county team. The selection committee’s decision is final 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Team approval and funding – adult and senior teams 

Tennis Cornwall wishes to support each of its county teams as far as is possible. This is 

unlikely to be full support and players should expect to have to make some contribution to 

costs.  

Teams that fully meet the requirements of the Selection Policy are likely to be looked on 

more favourably for support. Teams that do not fully meet the Selection Policy might not be 

approved for entry into competition or receive reduced funding depending on the number 

and commitment of other adult and senior teams. 

County Cup dates and team selection dates 

8U – 18U 2026 

Age  Venue Competition dates 

2026 

Team selection 
confirm by date 

Lead  

Coach 

Player 
nominations 

Open/Close 

9U Girls - tbc 28th  Feb or 1st 
March 

Sun 25 Jan Tim H 26/1-16/2 

9U Boys - tbc 28th  Feb or 1st 
March 

Sun 25 Jan Tim H 26/1-16/2 

18U Girls –  20-22 March Sun 22 Feb  9/2 – 2/3 

18U Boys –  20-22 March Sun 22 Feb Artem 9/2 – 2/3 

8U Girls and 
Boys – at 
same venue 

25 or 26 April Sun 29 Mar Claudio 23/3-13/4 

14U Girls - tbc 2 and 3 May Sun 29 Mar Holly 23/3-13/4 

14U Boys - tbc 2 and 3 May Sun 29 Mar Joel 23/3-13/4 

10U Girls - tbc 9 and 10 May Sun 12 April  6/4-27/4 

10U Boys - tbc 9 and 10 May Sun 12 April  6/4-27/4 

11U Girls - tbc 13 and 14 June Sun 10 May Holly 11/5-1/6 



 

 

11U Boys - tbc 13 and 14 June Sun 10 May Joel 11/5-1/6 

12U Girls - tbc  12 and 13 
September 

Sun 2 Aug Holly 10/8-31/8 

12U Boys - tbc  12 and 13 
September 

Sun 2 Aug Joel 10/8-31/8 

 

Adult and Seniors - County Cup competition and selection dates 

Category Venue Competition 

dates 

Team 

selection 

confirm by 

date 

Captain 

Summer County 

Cup 

Ladies 20- 24 July Sun 7 June Holly 

Summer County 

Cup 

Men 20 - 24 July Sun 7 June Chris 

Over 35s Ladies 

Eastbourne 
31 July – 2 

Aug 

Sun 14 June Hannah 

Over 35s Men  

Eastbourne 

7 – 9 Aug Sun 14 June Robin 

Seniors Ladies and 

Men 

Various – 

home and 

away 

fixtures 

1 April – 7 

Oct 

Four weeks 

before each 

match 

Andy Phillips – O45s 

Dave Forrest – O50s  

Tina Stern – O55s 

Sallyann Homer – 

060s 

David Todd - 080s 

 

 



 

 

Reviewed: November  2025 

FAQs 

What is the value of county cup? – the value of county cup is in the aspiration of players to 

try and make the team through a fair, open and transparent selection process. The team we 

send to represent Cornwall should reflect the desire and standard of our current county 

player base. This is also the foundation for the ongoing improvement of our teams and is a 

good challenge for us all including coaches to work to improve our standards.  

The division we compete in is of minor value.  The inclusion of out of county players who 

have not demonstrated their desire via qualification to play for the county adds no value 

back to the county and is only of value to the individual player. The county should not be 

subsidising the tennis of these players.  For players who want to play tennis outside of 

Cornwall but do not meet the county qualification requirements there are a number of club/ 

team events that are organised regionally/ nationally that they could take part in. 

Out of county players- adult and senior players can qualify for selection by playing in County 

closed event in the previous 12 months or seniors Newquay ITF. 

Qualifying players – captains to submit their list of qualifying players at the start of the year 

to ensure that there is sufficient interest for each age group team 

Insufficient qualifying players for a team – this should only happen due a change of 

circumstances in the year e.g. illness or injury. In which case the selection committee will 

provide guidance to the team captain regarding a suitable replacement or withdrawal of the 

team. 

Qualifying by playing any other Cornwall competition in place of County Closed– add value 

or strengthen to county level competition. The only benefit is to the individual. This is not an 

acceptable way to qualify for county competition. 

County financial support – greatest support will be given to 18U teams for whom player 

contributions to county training and competition is greatest. No team should expect to have 

all costs covered and should budget accordingly for player contributions. 


